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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC) 


Tur Jubbulpore Samdchdér says that on the road from the — 
Deputy Commissioner’s office to the town of Hoshungabad 
two constables are posted, who turn all native vehicles off the 
road, enforcing their orders by the use of bad language, or 
even by their batons. It is right that laden carts should be 
made to Keep to the side of the roadway, but to treat other 
native conveyances in the same manner is to perpetrate a 


shocking injustice. The road is for natives as } much as for 
sahibs, : 3 og 


The same paper says, on ‘the authority of a Bhandara 
(Central Provinces) correspondent of the Indi Prakash, that 
Dr. French, the Civil Surgeon of that place, while on a shooting 
excursion uot long ago, tied a mian to a tree to serve asa bait 
for tigers. The man was’ fortunately able to free himself ‘by 
cutting the cords with his knife. The editor believes that the 


Doctor must have been out of his mind, and calls on . the Uhiet 
Commissioner to make inquiry. 


The same paper is surprised to hear that the new muhafiz~ 
khana of the Deputy Commissioner’s office at Hoshungabad, | 
which has just coat Rs, 16,000, has sracked 1 in. several places. 
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A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Jubbul- 
pore, says that the municipality have ordered the shopkeepers 
of Nemartgunj not to lay their wares out for sale in the street 
before their shops. This order is said to have been made for the 
convenience of passengers. At the same time the municipality 
have opened a number of houses on the other side of the street 
which are let as shops, and have greatly diminished the profits 
of the old shopkeepers and shop-owners. ‘The attention of the 
president and the vice-president of the municipal committee 
and of the Chief Commissioner is invited to this. 


The‘ Nastm-i-Jounpore of the 21st April says that the 
removal of the Judgeship from Jounpore has always been a 
source of inconvenience; but this has greatly been increased 
by the recent order taking Jounpore from the sessions juris- 
diction of Benares, and: placing: it under that of Mirzapore, 
between which latter district and Jounpore there ‘has never 
heen a semblance of connection of any kind. It is absurd 
to see the scanty population of Mirzapore accommodated with 


a. Judgeship, while the much _— district of _—e" is 
left without one. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 230d April, in its Looe! news 


columns, draws attention to the ‘extortions practised by the 
Benares “police on the street vendors-of ‘fruit, toys, &c. : Each 
constable levies a tax on all such petty dealers within his beat. 


The tax ‘has to be paid to each constable who comes on the 
beat in turn, . 


The remedy is to appoint certain places where. stalls of this 
kind may be allowed to stand. If any one sets up a stall any- 
where else, the headman of the mohullah, or the. shopkeeper in 
the vicinity of the stall, can. report the matter at the police- 


‘station, and the orders of the municipal committee can then 
be taken. 


~The editor adds that the drain of the Abkaree godown 
should be covered. “The smell from it at present is very offen- 
sive » to the inhabitants of mohulla Bingrete. 


( i ¥F 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 24th April hilt out the extrenre 
injustice which is often done to the subordinates of Govern-' 
ment officers. Old and deserving public servants are often 
called on to resign their ‘situations for no better reason than 
the eaprice of their superiors, or because a place is wanted for, 
a favourite. ‘In all such cases, Government should be strict 
to exact a fall account of the Feasous why resi ignation ig. 
demanded. ) 

The same paper. repeats the often-notice ounnlelal of the, 
discount, varying from 2 pies to 1 anna or more,..which ig 


charged by shroffs for changing a. rupee, This is yery hard 
on the poor, and is in fact a tax on the coin of the realm. 


The same complaint is made by the Akhbdr- -i-Anjuman-i- ae 


Hind and the Shola-i- Tir, which add. that the order under 
which change for sums not less than Rs. 5 could be obtained . 
from the Bank of Bengal has recently been cancelled, 80 that, : 
money-changers now have it all their own way. . 


A correspondent of the. Oudh Akhbar of the same date 
says that since the Umritsur municipality have'abolished tlie 
farm of octroi.and taken the collection into their own: hands, 
great mismanagement, has prevailed. _The new: supervising. 
officers, who are called tuhseeldars and naib: tubseeldars .of 
octroi, gre too proud of their title and of their pay: (which i is 
higher than that received. by similar officers anywhere else) 
to go round the octroi posts and keep an eye on their subor- 
dinates. These latter, who are all foreigners, levy a tax for 
their private purses on all imported eatables. 


‘The writer adds that the late musicips) oe Sl Were-8O 
conducted as to leave great room for corruption. Each can- 
didate had a box allotted to him, and inscribed with his name, - 
for the reception of votin g tickets. These tickets were largel y 
bought up by some of the candidates, who thus filled their 
boxes and obtained the coveted seat in the committee. . The 
price of a ticket was at first nine annas, but soon fell ya six . 

annas, three annas, and two annas. The consequence has | 


( 176 ) 


- been: that several members of the same family have obtained 


seats, and that a petty haberdasher has succeeded in getting 
himself elected. . 


The AkNbdp-i- Anjuman-4-Punjdb ‘of the same date says 
that in the Law Reports Bill recently discussed in Council, 
the Chief Court of the Punjab is classed as a subordinate Court 
with the Courts of the Recorder at Rangoon and the Judicial 
Commissioners. The editor is of opinion that the Chief Court 
of the Punjab has the same rank and status as the High 
Court, North-Western Provinces, and he calls upon the Lieu- 


tenant-Governor to address the Suprer me Government « on the 
subject. 


The same paper publishes a full ain of the proceedings 
at a late meeting of the Anjuman-i-Tahztb, Seetapore, where 
the subject of discussion was the urgent necessity of regulatin g 
the rate of interest. The editor fully agrees with the opinions 
expressed at the meeting, which are in accordance with the 


minute recorded last year by Mr. Justice Melville, of the Ohief 
Oourt, Punjab, 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazetée of the same date 
complains of the taxes collected at the recent Hurdwar fair. 
Not only vehicles, but drivers and passengers were taxed. The 
writer believes that the levying of taxes at fairs is very 
injudicious, and is the cause of their decline. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfite of the same date has the following i in 


its correspondence columns :— 


Mynpoory —(a.) _ Two wae of ‘the bullock-train were 
robbed near mouzah Dunahar in the presence of a number 
of servants of the Irrigation Department. 


(b.) Two similar cases have happened. near . Etawah, the 
amount of loss being about Rs. 4,000, 


(c.) A pleader was attacked by robbers on his way home 


from a marriage in the house of the moonsiff, but the assail- 
ants were beaten off by his servants, 
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” Jt is very sad that Government takes no steps apainst}the 
eobbere who now infest the district in armed . bands of forty 
together, and kill and plunder at large. £4 ELIS 


Bareilly (Rohilkhund).—Thefts and dacoities are still very 
common. Several serious cases have happened recently, In 
one instance two houses were broken into by thieves, and the 
owners received several swordcuts. In another, a band of 
- dacoits got into a choongee station, beat the mohurrir and. chup- 
rassies, and carried off the money-box and whatever else they’ 
could lay their hands on. This exploit. struck .such dread 
through the city, that noone dared to sleep any more tha 
night. 7 ) af 44 


The Hindi: Prakdsh of the same date draws attention to 
certain abuses in the annual Baisakhee fair at W uzeerabad, | 


in the Goojrat District (Punjab). These are— 
(a.) Obscene songs sung by Jats before women. 
_ (6.) Men and women bathing together. 


(c.) The presence of crowds of prostitutes. 


+ 


If these abuses cannot be effectually removed, the fair, 
which serves no end either religious or temporal, had better 
be prohibited. — ne ge a 
_ The Koh-i-Nur of the 25th ‘April makes the following 
observations on the Baisakhee fair recently held at Umritsur :-~ 

(a.) Few or no good bulls were exhibited, a clear proof 
of their scarcity in the Panjab, It is high time for .the 
Lieutenant-Governor to take steps for increasing the number 
of these useful animals, = =§»-— | : 


(6.) No rewards were given for horses; the rewards. 
offered at the Rawulpindee and Hurdwar fairs being consi-~. 
dered sufficient for the purposes of Government. Yor a simi-: 
lar reason no Government grant was made for prizes for horses: 
at the Umritsur Dewalee fair, though the municipality offered: 
prizes to the value of Rs. 1,000. ‘This policy of Government: 
1s much to be deplored, as it is sure to discourage the horse trade, 
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.°(¢e) The entire. system of rewards would be made: niuch 
more useful if money prizes were. given.only to the humbler 
zemindars and cultivators, from whom alone an improvement, 
in the breed of cattle is to be luoked for. Competitors of 
higher rank can receive gold and silver medals. 


(d.) Zemindars and cultivators should be taught the 
science of agriculture and the art of breeding stock. For 
this purpose translations of good treatises on these subj ects 
should be commonly taught in the village schools. - 


The same paper thinks that the Punjab Government would 
do well to bestow an Extra Assistant: Commissionership on 
Lala Hookum Chund, the first student of the college who has 
successfully passed the M.A. examination of. the Calcutta 
University. This. would serve both as a worthy acknowledg- 
ment of the young gentleman’s industry and ability, and as an 
encouragement to others to follow his example. 


A Rawulpindee correspondent of the same paper says that 
the soldiers of the native regiments there are said to sing 
obscene songs in the streets of the city. The municipal com- 
mittee should take the matter into their hands. 


‘The Akhbdér-t-Anjuman-i-Hind of the same date, in its 
local news columns, draws the attention of the authorities of 
Lucknow to. the mischief done. by wolves. in that city.. A 
child was carried off not long ago, and now two men have 
been fearfully bitten by a wolf which-met them in the city to 
north of Agha Meer’s house. 


‘The Kavi Vackan Sudhé of the 27th Ape is astonished 
at the result of the recent trials in Benares on a charge of 
gambling. The four Europeans concerned, viz., a ‘professor 
of a college, Messrs: Fisher and Pink, and a gentleman of 
the Commissioner’s office, together with the son.of a respect- 
able bearded gentleman (i..¢., Mahomedan) have been acquitted. 
on the plea of their respectability, while Motee Ram Misra,. — 
who could plead respectability witk at least equal force, has 


been sentenced to three months’ imprisonment, and oak met 
wih no redress on appeal, 


( 179 ) 


‘The editor also ‘remarks that when such is the effect of 
civilization on respectable 1 men, y “what can - expected front 


others? 


The same paper notices the failure of Baboo Visheshwar 
Prasad, banker and Honorary Magistrate of Benares. His 
liabilities are Rs. q 102,000. The Baboo is said to vata: 
absconded. -° | 

The Matla-i- Nite of the 28th April, in its local news 
columns, notices the frequency of highway robberies in Cawn- | 
pore. The following are recent instances :— 


_(a.) A marriage party were plundered near mouzah 
Pitarah as they were returning to Cawnpore from Beebee- 
‘pore ‘in pergunnah — The wintaiacneeed of . =n 
was wounded in the assault. oe és 


(6.) A woman named Khimya, of the cowherd . caste, 
was killed on the way to Sungrowlee. The body was stripped 


of its ornaments, which were worth Rs. 35, and thrown intoa 
nullah, — ae 


. The Rozndmeha of the same date; in its local news columns, 
mentions a serious theft. in: Lucknow city. A shop-in the Gol 
_Durwaza near the Kotwalee, belonging to one Rugbhur Dyal, 
‘& money-changer, was broken into by cutting .open the: i 
-and property estimated: at Rs, 2,500 was carried away. . 


‘The Benares Akhbar of the 30th April finds fault with ihe 
editors of same vernacular newspapers, especially the Allygurh 
Institute Gazette, who -are in the habit of speaking disparag- — 
ingly of Hindoo gentlemen, and purposely omitting to give 
them their proper titles, while they bestow long honorary 
epithets on the meanest Mahomedans, without any regard to 
— and decency. For instance, Rajah Shiva Prasad, 3 
: C.8.1,; Rajah Ram N ‘ath Tagore, “and the Maharaje jah” of 
Vizianagram have been’spoken of disrespectfully inthe. ‘April 
‘asties of the “Allgurh Institute Gazette. ‘The editor regrets 
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that a residence of 2,000 years’ in India has not avalied to 
divest Mahomedans of that prejudice and unkindness which 
are a bar to all fellowship between the two races, 


A correspondent of the Agra Akhbdr of the same date says 
that he lately travelled by dak gharry from Mynpoory to She- 
koabad, and found the horses of the gharry in the same miser- 
able state, and suffering the same cruel treatment, as were 
described .by .the Rohilkhund Akhbdér not long ago. The 
Magistrate should put a stop to this state of things, which is 
in open defiance of the Government rules for the regulation 
of dak gharries. | 


The Rohilkhund. Akhbdér suggests that a mail-cart should 


run on the road, which would pay its own expenses from pas- 
sengers’ fares. 


. In its local news’columns, the same paper makes mention 
of the late fire near the eedgah in Agra city, which burnt the 
whole of the Christian village, besides doing some damage to 
two or three bungalows. The district authorities, civil as well 
as military, are commended for their energy and promptitude 
-on this occasion ; while the municipality are blamed for having 
rendered little or no aid. It is said that the municipality has 
‘no fire-engine or pump, and that only a small number of 
bhishtees are entertained. The editor regrets that the munici- 
pality should be so active in the exaction of taxes, and so slow 


in matters concerning the public good, for which alone the 
taxes are paid. 


The Akkbér-i-Alam of the same date draws the attention 
| of the local authorities to the need of repairing the main road 


from the suddur bazaar (Meerut) to Rijbun bridge, which i is 
said to be i ina disgraceful state, - | 


The Oudh Akhbdér of the 1st May, | inan wie ‘communi- 
cated by a correspondent, complains of the mismanagement 
of the post-cifice at Bellary ireanratied) 3 there 3 is great seed 
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+, the delivery of letters, to conceal which the letters are stamp- 
ed with the date of delivery as the date of receipt ; parcels 
weighing less than ten tolas are not received for despatch uns 
less the senders choose to forward them by letter post and pay 
additional postage; registered letters, &c., are not received 
at the appointed hours on Sundays ; and parcels are frequently 


lost in transit. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the sarne date is of opi= - 
nion that the famine with which India has been afflicted for 
several years past 18 due more to artificial than to natural 
causes ; in other words, that the mahajuns and grain-dealers 
are mote truly thé cause of scarcity than drought or the like 
calamities. These men tsually advance Jatge sums of money 
to zemindars before the harvest is ready, and agree with 
them for the wholesale delivery of the ripe crops at certain 
rates; When the crops are reaped, what grain remains after 
the mahajuns’ demands have been satisfied is purchased in 
large quantities by grain-dealers; thus almost the whole 
produce of the year is secured by the mahajuns and grain= 
merchants, who store it in their houses and sell it at any price 
they please. The wiiter thinks that Government should 
interfere in some way to stop this illegal and ruinous practiée. 


The same paper urges Government to check the growing 
use of spirituous liquors, which is said to be the chief cause of 
the increase of crime. The policy of Government in the mat- 
ter of excise deserves severe censure. When the Abkaree Act 
of 1863 was introduced, the country was assured that in taxing 
spirituous liquors thie sole object of Government was to control 
their consumiption. Government is asked to judge how far 
such promises cari be expected to have weight with the people 
when each year’s excise report shows that those officers who 
ate able to display an increase in their excise receipts aré com- 
mended, while those who exhibit a decrease ate blamed, - It 
is evident that the wish of: Government is. to increase the sale 


6f spirituous liquors in order to obtain a larger revenue.” - 
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The Koh-i Mir of the end May invites the attention of 
the District Superintendent of Police, Lahore, to thie — 
news 's published i in the Khair Khwah-i«Alam of Delhi :— 


‘ On the 12th April, a box containing money and sot 
was stolen from the house of Meer Hyder Ali Shah, in mohulla 
‘Syud Mitha, by some one who obtained entrance by forcing 
the lock of the house-door. The Meer, with his family, was 
absent at the time, having gone to his brother’ s wedding; 
but on his return he made a report of' the theft to the police, 
stating at the same time that his suspicion rested on a certain 
constable who lived near him, and with whom he was on bad 
terms. The police inspector took down the report in the police 
diary, but omitted all mention of the constable. The conse- 


quence was, that the constable was not called to account, and 
no trace of the theft was discovered.” 


The editor cannot understand why the omission should 
have been made. It is for réasons such as this that in most 
cases of theft no trace i is found of the thief or the stolen pro- 
perty. 


The Kdrndmah of the 4th May, under the heading “Tahore,” 
says that on the night of the 17th April, a sirdar’s wife, who 
was going from Lahore to Choongh under the escort of two 
attendants, was attacked on the way by a party of dacoits, 


‘who first knocked down the escort and then strippéd the lady 
of her ornaments, which wére worth Rs. 2,200. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 5th May draws the attention of 
the Punjab Government to the conduct of one of the judicial 
officers of that province, of whom it mentions the following 


particulars, some of which have already been noticed in these 
Selections -— | : 


 @) He isin the habit of using ae language to every 
body who comes into his Court. 


(b.) He postponed a whole day’s petitions till the next day, 
when he had ther read at ten in the morning; and ne 
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mone of the petitioners present, dismissed them all. Some of 
‘the petitions bore.stamps worth. Rs. 50 or 60, which were all 
destroyed with the petitions. 


(c.) On bis table he keeps : a. gun and a obits the heuii 
for shooting the sparrows which frequent the room, and the 
latter for killing the rabbits which are brought to him in Court 
by the zemindars. The zemindars hold. the animals up by 
the hind legs, while Mr. ——— knocks them on the head, - 
bespattering the holder’s clothes with blood. They are then. 
ordered to be carried to.the Ma’ am Sahiba. | 


Complaints of these and. similar indecencies have been 
published by the Punjab: pleaders in English newspapers, but. 
they have not dared to- indicate the. gentleman concerned more: | 
distinctly than by describing him asthe Assistant Commis— 
sioner of a Court within 50 ‘miles of Lahore, The editor is 


the officer’ 8. name, thinking it saoants to. say that on the 4th 
March, 1872, Government granted him three months” leave, 
_ end that he has recently gone to Dalhousie on leave for the 
ike period. It is hoped that the Punjab’ Government -will 
see fit to take serious notice of this. gentleman's. conduct.. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 7th May says. that the i ight-pie. 
postage stamps for letters despatched by foreign post are now 
supplied to. the public for nine pie. The editor cannot ‘guess. 
the reason of this, and thinks that if the postage rate ‘has 
actually been increased’ by one pic, a nine-pie stamp should: 
be introduced in place of the sight-pie stamp. 


The writer adds that complaints of irregularity and hile 
tn the delivery of newspapers sent by post, and even of fre- 
quent loss, are still common. Quite lately a subscriber of the 
Benares Akhbér, at Aonud, a place in Sattara, complained to. 
the editor that the paper reached him very irregularly, 
although it is punctually issued and posted. Unless something: 
be done, it is feared that people will: give up. subscribing to. 
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‘newspapers, and presses will be ruined. The attention of the 
postal authorities is invited to this. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th May 
blames the native police officers of Ajmere for gross indiffer. 
ence and neglect of duty. The late kotwal was dismissed 
for carelessness, and has now set.up as an informer ; and bis 
successor in office is no better. A theft was reported to him 
not long ago, and a man was named in whose house the stolen 
property would be found; but the kotwal only told the com- 
plainant to go to the Court, which he had no sooner done, 
than the thief; getting suey notice, ” the property removed 
somewhere else, — 


The same correspandent also complains of the filthiness of 
the lanes of the city, and ‘says that the municipal committee 
are careless of their duty. 


Another Geman tells of a desperate dacoity at 
Mohan, in the Oonao District. Hakeem Hadee Ally and other 
men of Mohan were attacked by a band of ten or eleven dacoits 
as they were driving home from Oonao. The robbers, who 
were armed with sticks, met them near a village distant from 
Mohan by a coss, and beat them so severely that two of them 
died on the spot, while the rest were terribly hurt, One or 
two of the offenders are said to have been arrested. 


The editor hopes the authorities will take serious notice of 
_ the case, which has happened at a place so near Lucknow, and 
has therefore spread alarm through the whole city. _ 


- POLITICAL (FOREIGN), 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 23rd April notices the reputed: 
dispute between Colonel Anderson, Surveyor-General of India, 
and Colonal Sidh Man Singh, Commander-in-Chief of Nepal, 
The Surveyor-General went to the N epal frontier for the 
demarcation of the boundaries of English and Nepalesé 
territory, and set up boundary pillars between Kulyan Gurl 
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ond Daranuggur. The Commander-in-Chief caused these 
pillars to be demolished. “On this Colonel Anderson told 
him that he had orders from the Governor-General to fix the 
boundary marks, and would carry out those orders at the risk 
of his life; adding that any interference on the part of the 
Nepalese Government would be attended with serious consee 
quences. Colonel Sidh Man Singh answered that he would 
mot suffer the pillars to be set up, and would take care that 
Colonel Anderson should be repulsed if he persisted in his 
attempt. Colonel Anderson replied that the British artillery 
would enter Nepal and cannonade the capital. Colonel Sidk 
Man Singh rejoined that the Nepalesc Government would not 
be backward in its own defence, 


The editor wonders that the English Government did not 
settle the question of boundaries in official communication with 
the Government of Nepal before deputing Colonel Anderson. 
It is a pity that the officers of the two Governments should 
have gone to such extremes. They are both to blame, but 


especially Colonel Anderson, whose magnanimous protestations 
and awful threats were quite uncalled for. 


— The dispute in question relates to the territory which was. 
ceded to Nepal by the English Government as a reward for 
the distinguished services rendered in the mutiny of 1857. 


It would be most impolitic even to think of resuming such a, 
grant. 


Another cause of dispute is the intention of the English 
Government to draw a canal froma riverin Nepal. The writer 
has seen this river, It is a large stream in the rainy season, 
but in winter and in the hot season it is very shallow. The 
people of that part of the country depend on its water for their 
crops, their cattle, and themselves, and if the stream is mad@ 
to supply a canal , the people will die of drought. 


The writer therefore asks Government to act with due dice 
cretion in. the matter, and advises both Governm 


vet , ents to keep 
on peaceful and friendly terms with each other, a 
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A correspondent -of the Lauh-i-Mahfde of the 24th Aprit, 
qritive from Boondee (Rajpootana), notes the fraquency of 
robberies in that State. Four such offences are said to have 
been committed in » single week. -In two of these a man and 
a woman were plundered of their property; in the third, a sowar 
ealled Badr-ud-din, who had quitted his employment at Deolee 
and was going to Kotah with Rs. $00, was rebbed by a 
party of dacoits, who also gave him several swordcuts; and 
in the fourth, a merchant was killed by robbers. The writer 
himself had a narrow eseape while passing that way. He saw 
the robbers lurking in the bushes on the tops of the hills, 

The writer attributes this state of things to the want of 
police and other officers of the public peace in the principality, 
Even the State revenue is collected by brahmins. engaged for 
the purpose, 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing: fr om. 


Jowra (Central India), complains of the undue authority said 
to be exercised by Noor Khan and his associates. This man 
has a complete ascendancy over the mind of the young Nawab, 
who has lately been invested with the powers of government; 
and so long as he is suffered to remain at Court, it is vain 
to expect the Nawab to display any independent action. 


The Punjdb- 4-Akhbdr of the 20th April observes that the. 
establishment of the Shams-un-Nahdr newspaper in, Cabul is. 
by no means (as was at first imagined) a proof that Ameer 
Shere Ali is resolved to imitate the liberal policy of the English 
Government. The paper is under the strict control of the. 
Ameer, and the editor is forbidden to. insert any articles or 
news in it save such as are favourable to.the State, and have 
previously been approved of by His Highness. The Ameer 
even threw Mirza Abdul Ali into prison, and stopped the paper, 
hecause a few complimentary titles had been omitted before the 
name of some State officer. This has so cowed the unhappy 
editor that he has ceased to send his paper to editors of newspar 


pers in which complaints against the State are often published. 
The nye of the paper, too, is poor, bee ge ee oh 


en eae 


‘ a ae re en rs | 
In 4 word, the Ameer has. a strong antipathy to newspas 
pers, and has introduced the Shams-un-Nahdr into his domi+ 
nions simply for fame’s sake. 


The Marwar Gazette of the 27th April invités the attentioit 
of the Jodhpore Durbar to the general want of cleanliness in 
that city, and calls upon it to appoint a munitipal committee 
for the removal of this and other evils. cee te 


A Dholepore correspondent of the Akhydr-ul- Akhbdr of the 
98th April says that, notwithstanding the appointment of a 
Political Agent at Dholepore, and the establishment-of Courts 
of Justice and a police, anarchy and confusion are as prevalent 
there as ever. The servants of the State have not yet béen paid, 
as if the late loan from the Bank had been procured only 
to encumber the State with interest. The old sirdars-of thé 
army are confined to their houses, where they live in the utmost 
misery and. destitution. Maharanee Bajee Sahiba, Raneo 
Punwar, and other members of tlie royal family are all in a 
wretched condition; Doolhia Sahiba is greatly -perplexed to 
find herself deprived of all authority, and Gujra Begum has 
been expelled from the State ; and, to crown the whole, under 
a pretext of economy the horses of the royal stables have been 
sold by mock auction, and purchased in the names of others, 
and for prices wholly inadequate, by the officers who ordered 
the sale, to the great grief and disappointment of the royal 


family, and the deep regret of the public. : 


, A correspondent, of the Agra Akhbar ‘of the 30th ‘April, 
Writing from Loharon, praisés the Nawab of that place for ‘his 
literary attainments, his excellent’ administration of his ‘Btate, 
and above all for the introduction ‘of six hulkabtindee schools 
besides the city Anglo-vernacular school, ‘dnd a dispetisary, 
an alms-house, and other useful institutions, from all which, 
not only the subjects of  Loharoo, but:also- the people of the 
neighbouting territories, such as Sheikhawatee, &c., derive 
neil good, | | | Shas aes : ? ae 
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The Akhbédr-i- Anjuman-i-Punjdb of the -1st May points 
out the advantages which would be gained by the establish 
iment of a trade between India and Cabul like that which hag 
now been opened with Yarkund. The Ameer of Cabul has 
long been on the imést frieiidly relations with thé English 
Government, and it is high time that the subjects of both 
Governments should begin to profit by mutual intercourse: 
A Resident should be appointed at Cabul, and agents in all the 


chief cities of Afghanistan, These officers would be useful 
politically as well ss commercially, . 


The Punjdbt Akhbér of the 2nd May says that 75 
Brahmins, who were going from Mandhun in the Ulwat 
territory towards Narnoul (Puttiala), were attacked and 
robbed by a party of 15 mounted dacoits. A soucar who was 
with the Brahmins was robbed of Rs. 10,000. 


The Oudh Akhbdy of the 8th May, in a long article, coni- 
pares tlie different styles of treatment shown by the British 
Government to the Ameer of Cabul and the Maharajah of 
Cashmere. The former receives yearly a subsidy of a lakh 
of rupeés, and probably a greate# sum in arms and munitions 
of war. It is difficult to discover any ground for these 
favours, The Ameer has never rendered any service to the 
British Government ; and quite recently, when he was asked 
to show common courtesy to the Yarkund expedition, he 
éurtly replied that he could not be responsible for the safety of 
Mr. Forsyth and his party if they returned to India through 
his territory. The Maharajah of Cashmere, on the other 
hand, spared no expense to ensure for the expedition a safe and 
easy journey through his dominions, and as far as Ladak 3 
and preparations are now making on a scale not less magni- 
ficent to receive the expedition on its return. But this is only 
one instance of the Maharajah’s generous and friendly spirit. 
The Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab was entertained on 
his recent visit to Cashmere with the utmost splendour and 
ata very great outlay; and yearly large sums are laid out for 
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the comfort and convenience of the many Europeans who vist 
the Maharajah’s territories. 


If the British Government think fit to shower such 
fayours on Cabul, from which they have hitherto reaped 
nothing but ingratitude, surely itis but just that some. acees- 
sion of dignity should be granted to the Maharajah of Cash- 
mere, or that Government should mark their appreciation of 
his services in some other conspicuous way. 


COMMERCIAL 
(Railways. ) 

The Benares Akhbdr of the 7th May draws attention to 
the sufferings of passengers to Benares by the Oudh aud Rohil- 
khund Railway on the occasion of the lunar eclipse of the 
Ist of May. The unfortunate pilgrims were packed in the 
carriages as closely as possible ; but nevertheless there was no- 


room for a number of them, who produced their tickets in 
vain, and were not successful in getting back their fares. 


_ This is not the first. time this has happened. At the 
late Ram Naumi fair a special train was promised for the 
convenience of pilgrims to Adjoodhya, and a number of people 
came to the station accordingly ; but the train never ran. 
The writer is ready to furnish proofs, if they are called for. 
EDUCATIONAL. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 1st May publishes the 
proceedings of a general meeting of the Indian Sanscrit Asso< 
elation, recently held at Allahabad, at which furthur subscri p- 
tions, amounting to Rs. 1,154-8-0, were raised in aid of the 
proposed Indian Sanscrit University. This sum, added to the 


amounts raised from time to time at different stations, makes. 
up a total of Rs. 44,667-10-0. | 


The Punjabi Akhbér of the 2nd May states that a meeting 
of the Anjuman-i-Punjdb, at which the leading European offi- 


cers of all offices were also present, was recent y held at Lahore, — 
at the instance of Major Holroyd, the Director of Public 
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Instruction, with d’view to adopt measures for the reform of 
the present degenerate state of Oordoo poetry. ‘The proceed+ 
ings began with the reading of an essay on Oordoo poetry by 
Moulvie Mahomed Hossein, Arabic Professor of the Lahore 
Government College, which was followed’ by’an interesting 
and eloquent speech by Major Holroyd, who proposed: that a 
meeting of poets (mu-sha’ara) should be held every month, 
at which Oordoo verses on a given subject, composed on a new 
and improved model, should be produced. This proposal was 
unanimously approved, and the Diréctor promised to give 
rewards to those who produced good compositions. After a 
vote of thanks to the Director, the meeting broke up. = 
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